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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Huntingdonshire  Education  Committee. 


My  Lords,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  eighth 
Annual  Report  on  the  Medical  Inspection  in  the  Schools  of 
the  Administrative  County  of  Huntingdon. 

The  work  was  carried  out  on  the  lines  instituted  in 
1916,  but  owing  to  the  very  heavy  amount  of  work  devolving 
on  the  School  Medical  Officer,  the  Board  of  Education  was 
approached  in  July  1918,  for  sanction  to  suspend  the 
examination  of  the  “  Leavers,”  on  the  understanding  that  all 
ailing  children  should  be  examined  as  heretofore.  After 
some  correspondence  their  approval  was  obtained,  but  not 
in  time  to  be  of  any  value. 

Under  the  New  Education  Act  of  1918,  further 
duties  will  be  thrown  on  the  School  Medical  Service. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JENNETTE  C.  HARGRAVE, 


March ,  1919 , 


Acting  School  Medical  Officer. 
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Members  of  the  Medical  Inspection  Sub-Committee. 


C.  G.  TEBBUTT,  Chairman. 

Aldermen  : 

B.  C.  Grey,  G.  Eydell  Rowley, 

R.  M.  Osborne. 

Councillors  : 

J.  P.  Pentelow,  R.  Sisman, 

W.  M.  Richards,  C.  A.  Stiles, 

A.  Scott,  Canon  Woodhouse. 

Co-opted  Members  : 

J.  H.  Howgate,  J.  Hall, 

G.  Newberry,  Miss  M.  Lloyd, 

Miss  Newman. 


Clerk  of  the  Committee  :  S.  G.  Cook,  M.A.,  B.Sc. 


County  Surveyor :  Herbert  Leete. 


County  School  Medical  Officer :  C.  B.  Moss-Blundell,  M.D., 
D.P.H.,  36,  High  Street,  Huntingdon. 

Telephone  : — Huntingdon  95. 

Acting  School  Medical  Officer :  Dr.  J.  C.  Hargrave. 
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REPORT 


Ninety-one  Schools  comprising  110  departments  are  under 
your  care,  and  in  1918  the  average  number  of  scholars  on  the 
register  was  8892,  with  an  average  attendance  of  7510. 

Alterations  and  Improvements  to  School  Buildings. 

I  am  indebted  to  to  the  reports  of  the  County  Surveyor  for 
the  following  information  ; — 

Fenstanton. — General  repairs. 

Fletton. — Internal  colouring  and  painting. 

Somersham. — General  repairs. 

Ramsey  St.  Marys. — General  repairs. 

Ramsey  Heights. — Repairs  to  pump  and  general  repairs. 

Ramsey  Spinning  School. — Repairs  to  roofs,  drains  etc  , 
Arrangements  adopted  for  Organization  and  Supervision. 

The  “leaver”  group  only  was  selected  for  routine  examina¬ 
tion,  but  all  children,  irrespective  of  age,  who,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
School  Medical  Officer,  the  Teachers,  or  other  authorized  persons, 
suffered  from  any  defect  were  given  a  special  examination. 

The  Reinspections  took  place  as  usual. 

Owing  to  closures  on  account  of  Influenza  at  twelve  schools 
it  was  found  impossible  to  hold  the  usual  Autumn  inspections. 

There  was  no  change  in  the  work  carried  out  by  the  school 
nurses.  No  nurse  had  been  appointed  at  Rameey.  At  Somersham 
the  district  nurse  undertook  the  schools  in  addition  to  her  ordinary 
duties. 

In  Huntingdon  there  were  several  nurses  in  succession  and 
the  school  work  suffered  in  consquence. 

The  Nurses  were  present  at  the  Medical  Inspections,  and  they 
also  visited  the  schools  at  various  times  and  reported  upon  children 
whom  they  considered  required  attention,  and  later  on  “  followed  up  ” 
the  cases  at  home. 


Work  of  the  District  Nurses  in  “following  up”  Defective 

Children. 


School  Visits. 

Home  Visits 

No.  of  Visits. 

No.  of  Visits. 

Kind  of  Cases  Visited. 

No.  of 

Verminous  Cases 

No.  of 

Other  Cases. 

72 

440 

280 

160 

The  work  has  been  greatly  forwarded  by  the  loyal  co-operation 
of  the  Teachers  and  School  Attendance  Officers. 


The  Methods  adopted  for  securing  the  presence  of  parents  at 
the  inspections  have  already  been  described. 

There  was  no  great  difference  between  1917  and  1918  in  the 
numbers  of  the  parents  who  attended  the  inspections.  As  usual  they 
showed  keen  interest  in  the  examination  of  the  children. 

About  four  messages  were  received  that  the  parents  objected 
to  the  examination.  Most  of  the  letters  notified  that  the  children 
concerned  were  already  under  the  care  of  a  Medical  practitioner. 

The  following  table  compares  the  years  1917 — 1918. 

Parents  present. 

1917.  1918. 

Boys.  Girls.  Boys  Girls. 

Leavers  20-0  per  cent.  33’0  per  cent.  23'5  per  cent.  30-7  per  cent. 
Specials  24  0  per  cent.  30-5  per  cent.  28T  per  cent  36  0  per  cent. 

General  Statement  of  the  extent  and  scope  of  the  Medical 
Inspection  carried  out  during  the  year. 

150  Routine  visits  were  paid  to  110  Departments  and  1458 
children  were  examined.  Of  this  number  992  were  “leavers”  and 
466  were  “  specials.” 

In  addition  90  children  attended,  and  were  treated,  for  minor 
ailments  at  the  office  on  Saturday  and  on  other  days  by  appointment. 

427  children  were  re-examined,  228  children  were  visited  at 
home  on  account  of  Influenza  and  5,335  were  examined  for  head 
conditions. 

99  special  visits  to  the  schools  were  paid  for  some  particular 
purpose,  mostly  in  connection  with  the  epidemics  of  influenza. 


6 


All  boys  and  girls  who  had  attained  their  11th  and  12th 
birthdays  respectively  were  examined  as  “  Leavers.” 

Number  of  children  examined. 


A.  “  Code  ”  Group. 


Leavers. 

Age 

11 

12 

13 

14 

Other 

Ages 

Total. 

Boys 

439 

62 

17 

2 

— 

520 

Girls 

3 

421 

48 

— 

— 

472 

Totals 

442 

483 

65 

2 

— 

992 

B  Groups  other  than  “Code.” 


Special 

Cases. 

Re¬ 

examination. 

Boys 

202 

) 

Girls 

264 

427 

r  '  ■ ' 

Totals 

466 

ML—*.-...13*""; 

427 

Summary. 

Routine  Examinations 

Special  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Re-examinations 

Visited  at  Home  re  Influenza 

Attending  “Clinic” 

Total 

No.  Examined  for  Head  Conditions  by  S.M.O. 


992 

466 

427 

228 

90 

2203 


5335 


7538 
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Time  Occupied. 

It  is  impossible  to  estimate  accurately  the  time  occupied  for 
inspection  much  depended  upon  the  assistance  given  by  the  teachers 
and  whether  the  parent  was  present  or  not.  On  a  general  average  I 
should  estimate  that  10  to  12  seniors  or  intermediates  and  14  to  15 
infants  per  hour  is  a  fair  average.  This  does  not  include  writing 
cards  or  making  out  forms. 

Table  II. 

Returns  of  Defects  found  in  the  Course  of 
Medical  Inspection,  1918. 


Code  Groups. 

Specials. 

Numbers 

Numbers 

requiring 

requiring 

Defect  or  Disease. 

to  be  kept 

to  be  kept 

Numbers 

under  obser- 

Numbers 

under  obser- 

referred  for 

vation  but 

referred  for 

vation  but 

Treatment. 

not  referred 

Treatment. 

not  referred 

for 

for 

treatment. 

treatment. 

(i) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Malnutrition 

Uncleanliness — 

9 

48 

3 

5 

Head  ... 

51 

23 

6 

1 

Body  ... 

4 

21 

3 

1 

Ringworm — 

Head  ... 

1 

0 

9 

— 

Skin 

Body  ... 

Scabies 

2 

— 

4 

— 

Impetigo  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i^Other  Diseases 

11 

4 

1 

2 

Eye  | 

Defective  Yision  and  Squint 

29 

4 

30 

6 

External  Eye  Disease 

3 

4 

4 

2 

Ear  | 

Defective  Hearing 

1 

7 

13 

2 

Ear  Disease 

3 

7 

5 

— 

Nose  &  t 

Enlarged  Tonsils  ... 

26 

4 

17 

2 

Throat  1 

Adenoids  ... 

5 

7 

11 

4 

Defective  Speech  .. 

1 

2 

3 

2 

Heart 

Heart  Disease — 

and 

Organic 

2 

6 

1 

7 

circula- 

Functional 

— 

1 

— 

— 

tion 

^  Anaemia 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis — 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Definite 

2 

3 

3 

— 

Langs  * 

Suspected 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Chronic  Bronchitis 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Other  Disease 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nervous 

Epilepsy  ... 

1 

— 

— 

3 

System 

Chorea 

Other  Disease 

1 

. 

1 

2 

vNon-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis — 

Glands 

— 

5 

— 

1 

Bones  and  Joints 

1 

1 

—  - 

3 

Other  Forma 

— 

1 

3 

— 

Rickets 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Deformities 

1 

3 

— 

5 

Other  Defects  or  Diseases 

4 

6 

15 

8 

Dental  Disease 

21 

2 

2 

— 

Total 

180 

162 

136 

61 
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Table  IV. — Treatment  of  Defects  of  Children 

during  t918. 


Conditions. 

No.  of 
defects 
for  which 
treatment 

No.  of 
defects 
for  which 
no  report 

No.  of 
defects 
treated. 

Results  of  Treatment. 

No  of 
defects 

not 

Percen- 
ase  of 
defects 

was  con¬ 
sidered 
necessary. 

is 

available. 

Remedied 

Improved 

Un¬ 

changed. 

treated. 

treated. 

Clothing 

_ 

_ 

_____ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

Footgear 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cleanliness  of  Head  ... 

545 

62 

421 

99 

244 

78 

62 

77- 

Cleanliness  of  Body  .. 

7 

— 

7 

— 

7 

— 

— 

100- 

Nutrition 

12 

— 

12 

— 

12 

— 

— 

100- 

Nose  and  Throat 

80 

15 

40 

24 

12 

4 

25 

50- 

External  Eye  Disease... 

8 

1 

6 

3 

3 

1 

75- 

Ear  Disease 

8 

1 

7 

2 

5 

— 

— 

87’ 

Teeth  . 

23 

6 

7 

6 

— 

1 

10 

30- 

Heart  and  Circulation 

8 

2 

6 

1 

5 

— 

— 

75* 

Lungs  ... 

37 

2 

35 

— 

33 

2 

— 

94- 

Nervous  System 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

100* 

Skin  . 

68 

4 

64 

48 

15 

1 

— 

94' 

Rickets  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Deformities 
Tuberculosis — non- 

3 

— 

3 

— 

1 

2 

— 

100- 

pulmonary 

7 

1 

6 

3 

3 

— 

— 

85- 

Speech  ... 

4 

2 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

50- 

Mental  Condition 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Vision  and  Squint 

91 

9 

42 

12 

26 

4 

40 

46- 

Hearing 

19 

3 

6 

1 

3 

2 

10 

32* 

Miscellaneous  ... 

37 

2 

34 

16 

17 

1 

1 

92’ 

Total 

958 

110 

699 

216 

387 

96 

149 

73- 

General  review  of  the  facts  disclosed  by  Medical 

Inspection. 

Nutrition. — In  estimating  nutrition  attention  is  directed 
towards  the  firmness  of  the  tissues  and  the  general  aspect  of  the 
child  as  well  as  towards  the  ratio  of  height  to  weight. 


In  about  5-7  per  cent.  Nutrition  was  impaired  and  5  families 
were  reported  to  the  N.S.P.C.C.  on  account  of  general  neglect.  In 
only  1*7  per  cent,  was  nutrition  above  the  average.  This  compares 
unfavourably  with  5  per  cent,  in  1917.  In  the  latter  half  of  1918  it 
was  remarked  that  the  leavers,  especially  in  the  boys  schools,  without 
being  actually  badly  nourished  were  not  up  to  the  generally  accepted 
standard  for  the  County.  It  is  most  probable  that  this  was  the  effect 
of  the  general  shortage  of  food  during  1917 — 18. 


Clothing  and  Footgear. — The  figures  under  these  headings 
were  obtained  from  the  reports  of  the  Head  Teachers. 
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It  appears  that  among  the  boys  5-5  per  cent  of  the  “leavers  ” 
and  3  per  cent,  of  the  “  specials  ”  were  insufficiently  clad. 

Among  the  girls  the  clothing  of  2-7  per  cent,  of  the  “leavers” 
and  1*5  per  cent,  of  the  “  specials  ”  was  insufficient. 

Over  11  per  cent,  of  the  clothing  of  the  boys  and  over  8  per 
cent,  of  that  of  the  girls  was  dirty  and  out  of  repair.  This  is  an 
increase  on  the  figures  for  1917. 

The  footgear  was  defective  in  7  per  cent,  of  both  boys  and 
girls  in  the  “  code  ”  group  and  in  3  per  cent,  of  the  boys  and  1  per 
cent,  of  the  girls  of  the  “  special  ”  group.  This  percentage  does  not 
appear  high,  but  many  mothers  gave  as  an  excuse  for  the  non- 
attendance  of  their  children  that  they  were  unable  to  procure  boots 
and  therefore  the  children  were  unable  to  attend  school. 

Vision  and  Squint. — 6-3  per  cent,  of  the  “special”  and 
3  per  cent,  of  the  “  code  ”  groups  required  treatment,  over  4  per 
cent,  of  the  latter  had  had  their  vision  corrected  previous  to 
examination. 

Tuberculosis.—  Only  two  Pulmonary  cases  were  notified  by 
the  School  Medical  Officer ;  but  nine  children  of  school  age  were 
notified  by  Medical  Practitioners,  and  15  cases  of  Non-Pulmonary 
Disease  were  notified  from  Hospitals. 

Twenty-four  children  with  definite  disease  and  15  suspected 
or  pretuberculous  cases  were  kept  under  observation. 

Cleanliness. — Ten  per  cent,  of  all  children  examined  for 
head  condition  required  a  treatment  card,  hue  only  5  6  per  cent,  of 
routine  cases.  This  was  a  slight  increase  on  the  numbers  in  1917. 

In  five  schools  all  the  children  were  found  to  be  quite  clean. 
This  was  not  quite  so  good  as  in  1917. 

On  the  whole  a  healthy  tone  of  public  opinion  was  maintained 
in  the  schools  regarding  vermin. 

Tonsils  and  Adenoids.— Surgical  Treatment  was  recom¬ 
mended  in  only  well  marked  cases.  Three  per  cent,  of  the  Code  and 
siz  per  cent  of  the  Special  Group  required  some  treatment.  3'6  per¬ 
cent.  of  the  former  had  had  tonsillectonry  or  Adenoids  removed 
previous  to  examination. 
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Skin  Disease. — There  was  a  great  decrease  in  the  number  of 
skin  diseases.  Only  14  cases  were  detected  on  the  routine  inspections. 
Altogether  68  cases  were  referred  for  treatment’ 

Enlarged  Thyroid  prevailed  in  1*3  per  cent,  of  the  girls  and  in 
0-2  per  cent,  of  the  boys. 

Mental  Condition. — According  to  the  Teachers’  reports  35 
children  showed  marked  mental  retardation. 


School  Closures,  1918. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  closures  for  infectious 
diseases. 


Whooping  Cough 
Measles 
Mumps 
Scarlatina 

Influenza,  July  Epidemic 
Oct. 


5 

17 

1 

2 

14 

83 


122 


Exclusion  of  Individual  Scholars. 

The  following  children  were  excluded  by  the  S.M.O.  upon  the 
grounds  indicated. 


Verminous  Heads  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

Bingworm  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Impetigo  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Scabies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Herpes  ..„  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Debility  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Eczema  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Conjunderitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Bheumatism  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Chorea  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Other  Diseases  .  .  ...  ...  ...  5 


122 
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Prosecutions. 

There  were  133  prosecutions  for  non-attendance  under  the 
Attendance  Bye-Laws,  and  in  130  cases  fines  were  imposed.  The 
fines  ranged  from  1/-  to  20/-. 

There  was  one  prosecution  for  uncleanliness,  and  in  this  case 
a  fine  of  20/-  was  imposed. 

Deaf  and  Dumb  Children  in  Special  Schools. 

Coat  per  Annum.  Parents’  Contribution. 

£33  ...  ...  1/6  per  week. 

...  £33  ...  ...  £15  per  year. 

And  Travelling  Expenses. 

Children  in  Industrial  Schools. 

3  Boys  at  6/-  per  week. 

1  Boy  at  7/6  per  week. 

2  Girls  at  5/-  per  week. 

Table  Y. 

Inspection,  Treatment,  etc.,  of  Children  during  1018. 


1  Girl  ... 
1  Boy  ... 


(1)  The  total  number  of  Children  mentally 
inspected  (whether  Code  Group,  Special 
or  ailing  child). 

2203 

(2)  The  number  of  children  in  (1)  suffering  from 
defects  (other  than  uncleanliness  or  de¬ 
fective  Clothing  or  footgear)  who  require 
to  be  kept  under  observation  (but  not 
referred  for  treatment) . 

177 

(3)  The  number  of  children  in  (1)  who  were 
referred  for  treatment  (excluding  unclean¬ 
liness,  defective  Clothing,  etc).  ... 

406 

(4)  The  number  of  children  in  (3)  who  received 
treatment  for  one  or  more  defects  (ex¬ 
cluding  uucleanliness,  defective  Clothing, 
etc ),...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

667 
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